Scraps from first draft of covenant narrative

a. need

How fortunate are Jews who have heard about the idea that we were all present at Sinai. But how much more fortunate to actually have the experience of being there. The goal of the TorahQuest project is to give people the experience of standing at Sinai by empowering each person to find their unique voice as a commentator of the Torah. Each participant joins a web of other responses, past, present and future.

Jewish text study has traditionally been infused with a level of sacred chutzpah. Classical Torah commentaries have included such daring moves as: arguing with texts, questioning Biblical characters, challenging motives, debating, re-telling a story in a radically different way. This dynamism is the time machine that allows us all to be together for a shared experience of revelation outside of time and space.

How powerful to reveal this secret to a seventh grader!

TorahQuest sees each person as a wellspring of potential commentary. When participants are able to channel their reactions to text as creative responses, new sacred texts emerge. In the process, indifference becomes engagement and anger turns into tikkun.

b. description

to observe teachers’ implementation of TorahQuest and students’ level engagement / TorahQuest’s effectiveness in various settings
c. objectives

· : the 21st Century Torah Commentary doesn’t need to wait until the end of the pilots. This Torah wisdom collection starts now.

Specific objectives for the 2003 Covenant grant:

1. to field-test TorahQuest in 8 venues across a broad range of constituencies and institutions.

2. to develop training materials for broader application of these methods, using the experience of teachers participating in this pilot project.

We are working to distribute this methodology widely throughout the Jewish world. Specifically, our goals are:

· to have a group of people who use this methodology and who support each other and share (successes and best practices and lessons learned) with each other, thus creating a community of practitioners and furthering the development of this methodology. 

· To cross-fertilize the Jewish world with the creative commentaries of each of us

